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On March 2, Labor Minister Francisco Posada de la Pena announced that the government will not
permit a strike by employees of the state-run oil company (Empresa Colombiana de Petroleos-
ECOPETROL), as announced by the ECOPETROL union. The minister said interruptions of basic
public services, including oil production and distribution, were prohibited by law. The union is
currently negotiating a wage hike with ECOPETROL management, and recently rejected an offer
for a 22% increase. Posada de la Pena said he had submitted the dispute to an arbitration tribunal.
The strike would affect 3,600 employees at drilling sites in central Colombia, as well as at the
Barrancabermeja refinery. (Basic data from EFE, 03/02/91)
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